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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 -10. Cancelled. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A method for restoring an authorization codes assigned to a 
licensee by a licensor for a dongle, said method comprising: 

storing on a first computer to which a first dongle is connected via an interface 
parameters associated with each of a plurality of authorization codes stored on the first dongle, 
but not storing on the first computer the authorization codes, the plurality of authorization codes 
being associated with at least two different licensors , the first computer storing with the 
parameters information for enabling contact with each of the at least two different licensors ; 

sending to a central management computer the parameters for each of the plurality of 
authoriz ation codes and the i nformation for enabling contact with the at least two different 
licensors by t e-a the central management computer, the central management computer being 
adapted p rogrammed for using the information enabling contact with the at least two different 
licensors to sending parameters associated with a first licensor of the at least two licensors only 
to a second computer associated with the first licensor and not sending to the second computer 
parameters associated with any of the other of the at least two licensors; 

after sending the parameters, receiving a restored authorization code at the first computer 
in a format that can be interpreted only by the dongle and not by the first computer; and 

storing the restored authorization code in a second dongle connected to the first 
computer. 

12. Cancelled. 

13. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 11, wherein the 
parameters are signed with time information for protection and are stored at least partially in 
encrypted form. 

14. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 11, further comprising: 
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receiving the parameters at the second computer; 
evaluating the parameters; and 

deciding with the second computer whether or not to return to the first computer the 
restored authorization code. 

15. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 13, wherein the 
parameters include time information, the method further comprising: 

communicating time information from the first computer to the second computer; 
evaluating the time information at the second computer; and 
generating the restored authorization code based on the time information. 

16. Cancelled. 

17. Cancelled. 

18. Cancelled. 

19. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 11, further comprising: 
establishing a remote data connection between the first computer and the second 

computer for communicating the restored authorization code from the second computer to the 
first computer. 

20. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 11, wherein the 
parameters are stored in a file that contains an unmodifiable serial number of the dongle and said 
method further comprising: 

reading the serial number from the file; 

sending the serial number to the central management computer; and 
storing the serial number in a block list at the central management computer. 
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21-31. Cancelled. 

32. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 11, wherein the 
authorization code is storable only on the access-protected data processing device. 

33. Cancelled. 

34. (Currently amended) A computer readable medium, excluding signals, storing 
instructions that, when read by a computer, cause the computer to execute a process for restoring 
authorization codes assigned to a licensee by a plurality of licensors for a replacement dongle, 
the method comprising: 

storing on a first computer, to which is connected an original dongle containing original 
authorization codes associated with a plurality of different licensors license parameters stored on 
a first computer and associated with, but not containing, the original authorization codes 
assigned to the licensee for the dongle; 

sending with the first computer the read license parameters to a central management 
computer, the central management computer b e ing adapt e d for r e c e iving t he parameters and fer 
sending only parameters associated with a first of the at least two licensors to a second computer 
associated with the first licensor and not sending to the second computer parameters associated 
with any of the other of the at least two licensors; 

receiving with the first computer a restored authorization code sent by the first licensor in 
a format that can be interpreted by the dongle but not by the computer of the licensee; and 

storing the restored authorization code on a replacement dongle connected to the first 
computer in the format. 

35. Cancelled. 
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36. (Previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 34, wherein the 
license parameters are signed with time information for protection and are provided at least 
partially in encrypted form in the file. 

37. (Previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 34, wherein the 
process further comprises sending time information stored with the parameters. 

38. Cancelled. 

39. Cancelled. 

40. Cancelled. 

41. (Previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 34, wherein 
sending with the first computer the read Hcense parameters further comprises: 

establishing a remote data connection between the computer of the hcensee and a 
computer of the licensor. 

42. (Previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 34, wherein the 
file contains an unmodifiable serial number of the dongle and said process further comprises: 

reading the serial number from the file; and 

sending the serial number to a management computer. 

43. (Currently amended) A method comprising: 

reading parameters from a first dongle, which is connected via an interface to a first 
computer used by a licensee and stores a plurality of original authorization codes from different 
ones of a plurality of licensors, each of the parameters being associated with one of the plurality 
of authorization codes and one of the plurality of licensors; 

storing on the first computer the parameters read from a first dongle; 
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upon the dongle becoming lost or defective, sending the parameters to a central 
management computer, the central managem e nt comput e r b e ing adapt e d for r e c e iving th e 
parameters , thereby causing the central management computer to send the and for s e nding 
parameters associated with authorization codes of a first of the at least two licensors only to a 
second computer associated with the first licensor and not sending to the second computer 
parameters associated with authorization codes of any of the other of the at least two licensors; 

after sending the license parameters, receiving a restored authorization code from the first 
licensor at the first computer in a format that can be interpreted only by a replacement dongle 
and not by the first computer; and 

storing the restored authorization code on a replacement dongle connected to the first 
computer. 

44. (Currently amended) The method of claim 43, wherein the parameters and the 
information for e nabling conta ct with each of the plurality of licensors is stored in a file on the 
first computer and the original authorization code is not stored in the file. 

45. (Currently amended) The method of claim 43, wherein the parameters are signed 
with time information and are stored at least partially in encrypted form in the- a file stored on 
the first computer . 

46. (Previously presented) The method of claim 43, wherein the parameters are stored 
in an encrypted form. 

47. (Previously presented) The method of claim 43, wherein the parameters are 
associated with first dongle and the original authorization code stored by the first dongle. 

48. (Previously presented) The method of claim 43 further comprising: 
receiving at the second computer parameters from the central management computer; 
evaluating the parameters; 
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deciding with the second computer whether or not to restore an authorization code based 
on the evaluation of the parameters; and 

generating the restored authorization code based on the parameters and returning to the 
first computer the restored authorization code if it is decided to restore an authorization code, and 
otherwise not returning an authorization code. 

49. (Currently amended) The method according to Claim 43, wherein the parameters 
for at least one of the plurality of authorization codes includes time information; and wherein the 
restored authorization code has been generated based on the time information. 

50. Cancelled. 

5 1 . (Previously presented) The method of Claim 43, further comprising storing on the 
first computer an unmodifiable serial number of the first dongle, sending the unmodifiable serial 
number from the first computer to the central management computer, and storing the 
unmodifiable serial number in a block list at the central management computer. 

52. Canceled. 

53. (Currently amended) A— eComputer readable mediaum, excluding signals, for 
storing first instructions that, when read by a first computer, cause the first computer to execute a 
backup p rocess and for storing second instructions that, when read by a central management 
computer, cause the central management computer to perform a process for restoring ^ 
authorization codes assigned to a licensee by a^licensors fef-to^a dongle, 

wherein the m e thod backup process comprises comprising : 

reading parameters from a first dongle, which is connected via an interface to a 
first computer used by a licensee and stores a plurality of original authorization codes from 
different ones of a plurality of licensors, each of the parameters being associated with one of the 
plurality of authorization codes and one of the plurality of licensors; 
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storing on the first computer the parameters read from a first dongle; 

upon the dongle becoming lost or defective, sending the parameters to a central 
management computer^; 

after sending the license parameters, receiving from the first licensor a restored 
authorization code at the first computer in a fr)rmat that can be interpreted only by a replacement 
dongle and not by the first computer; and 

storing the restored authorization code on a replacement dongle connected to the 
first computer; and 

wherein the process for restoring comprises: 

receiving at t he cenfral management computer b e ing adapt e d for r e c e iving t he 
parameters^ and for 

sending parameters associated with authorization codes of a first of the at least 
two licensors only to a second computer associated with the first licensor and not sending to the 
second computer parameters associated with authorization codes of any of the other of the at 
least two Ucensorsf^ 

aft e r s e nding th e lic e ns e param e t e rs, r e c e iving from th e first lic e nsor a r e stor e d 
authorization cod e at th e first comput e r in a format that can b e int e rpr e t e d only by a r e plac e m e nt 
dongle and not by th e first comput e r; and 

storing th e r e stor e d authorization cod e on a r e plac e m e nt dongl e conn e ct e d to th e first 

comput e r. 

54. (Previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 53, wherein the 
original authorization code is not stored on the first computer in th e fil e. 

55. (Previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 53, wherein the 
parameters are signed with time information and are stored at least partially in encrypted form in 
the file. 
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56. (Previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 53, wherein the 
parameters are stored in an encrypted form. 

57. (Previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 53, wherein the 
parameters are associated with first dongle and the original authorization codes stored by the first 
dongle. 

58. (Currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 53, wherein the 
method p rocess for restoring fiirther comprises: 

receiving at the second computer parameters from the central management computer; 
evaluating the parameters; 

deciding with the second computer whether or not to restore an authorization code based 
on the evaluation of the parameters; and 

generating the restored authorization code based on the parameters and returning to the 
first computer the restored authorization code if it is decided to restore an authorization code, and 
otherwise not returning an authorization code. 

59. (Previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 53, wherein the 
parameters include time information; and wherein the restored authorization code is generated 
based on the time information. 

60. Cancelled. 

61. (Currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 53, wherein the 
method backup process further comprises storing on the first computer an unmodifiable serial 
number of the first dongle, sending the unmodifiable serial number from the first computer to the 
central management computer, and storing the unmodifiable serial number in a block list at the 
central management computer. 
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62. (New) Apparatus for restoring authorization codes to dongles, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a first computer programmed for storing parameters associated with each of the plurality 
of authorization codes stored on a first dongle attached to the first computer and assigned to a 
licensee by a plurality of licensors, and for storing information for enabling contact with each of 
the plurality of licensors; the first computer being further programmed to send the parameters 
and the information for enabling contacting each of the plurality of licensors to a central 
management computer in order to restore authorization codes, receiving restored authorization 
codes in a format that cannot be interpreted by the first computer and then storing the restored 
authorization codes in a second dongle connected to the first computer; and 

a central management computer programmed for sending, in response to receiving the 
parameters and the information for enabling contact with the licensors, the parameters associated 
with a first licensor of the plurality of licensors only to a second computer associated with the 
first licensor in order to restore authorization codes associated with the first licensor and assigned 
to the licensee, and not sending to the second computer parameters associated with any of the 
other licensors. 

63. (New) The apparatus of claim 61, wherein the first computer is further 
programmed for storing on the first computer an unmodifiable serial number of the first dongle, 
and sending the unmodifiable serial number from the first computer to the central management 
computer with the parameters; and wherein the central management computer is fiirther 
programmed for storing, in response to receiving the unmodifiable serial number, the 
unmodifiable serial number in a block list at the central management computer. 
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